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It’s April. What a magnificent month! We celebrated
Easter on the cusp of the month. Jesus is risen.
Alleluia! Spring is firmly in place. We just
experienced a once in a lifetime total solar eclipse!
On April 23rd this month’s full moon will shine down
on us. Our Native American brothers and sisters call
this moon the Pink Moon and say that it symbolizes
rebirth, renewal, and growth,
and it is when the veil between
the physical and spiritual
worlds is thin. | love the
connection with this Native
American tradition, spring and
Eastertide. It truly is spiritual.
And these connections are
never closer than when the
plants and trees come alive,
the days grow warmer, and the
sun wraps its arms around us.
Also, each year, April 22 is
Earth Day.

“God called the dry land ‘earth’ and the waters
congregated below ‘seas.” And God saw that His new
creation was beautiful and good.” Genesis 1:10. Our
one and only earth is beautiful and good, but it needs
to be better. This last century we human beings have
not been good stewards of our earth. Pollution of
many kinds has dirtied our lands and seas. This year’s
Earth Day theme is Planet vs Plastic. Plastic is made
from oil which takes centuries to break down, but it
never really disappears. Micro plastic is showing up in
our drinking water. It has the potential to disrupt our
circulatory, respiratory, and digestive systems.

As residents of God’s earth, what can we do? Each
day we can decide to use less plastic. We can use
reusable bags or no bags when we go to the store.
We can use refillable bottles for our water and coffee
rather than disposable plastic bottles or cups. We can
be like East Avon Presbyterian Church. They
partnered with Zion Episcopal Church and with a

Mission Collaboration Grant from PGV they
established the Repair Café. On the third Saturday of
the month tents are set up near the center of Avon
and the community is offered food, coffee, and
conversation, as well as a repair service for whatever
is brought in. Things that have been repaired include
lamps, electronics, sewing and knitting things, and
even small collectables. The
Repair Café believes “we are
repairing dignity and a sense of
belonging to many people as we
help save them money and keep
things from going into the trash.”

At the 225th GA in 2022, the
commissioners voted to place 5
energy companies including
Exxon/Mobil on the GA
Divestment/Proscription List
“until their actions comply with
the GA’s established criteria.” At
this year’s upcoming GA, 2
overtures will be presented and discussed regarding
plastic. Overture 13: On Removal of Investments In
and Subsidies for Fossil Fuels and Overture 14: On
Become Free from Plastic Pollution.

Taking care of our world is a spiritual task. God walks
with us as we make good decisions and nudges us
when God knows we can do better. And when we get
tired, we can, as Archbishop Desmond Tutu would say,
“do our little bit of good where we are; it’s those little
bits of good put together that overwhelm the world.”
Let us continue to work as individuals, churches,
Presbytery, and GA to make a difference in our world.

We are all thankful to our Mother, the Earth, for she
gives us all that we need for life. She supports our feet
as we walk about upon her. It gives us joy that she
continues to care for us as she has from the beginning
of time. To our Mother, we send greetings and thanks.

From the Thanksgiving Address of the
Haudenosaunee (also known as the Iroquois).



