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Highlights of Wee Kirk experience: 
 
Being immersed in a gathering of clergy, both Ordained Ministers of Word & Sacrament and CPs, along with 
other lay leaders and music leaders. As we gathered for meals, workshops, worship or as we walked to the 
various activities, every conversation revolved around our ministries, congregations—joys and struggles, and 
the future of the Church and small churches (not the weather—well, once in a while!). 
 
Favorite workshop: “The Power of God’s Story—Your Story” which focused on ways to engage in 
conversations about our faith. The presenters gave us concrete tools to use to engage others, fun and safe 
ways since it is often scary for people to talk about their faith. I will be using this material for Brick Church’s 
Quarterly Community Women’s Breakfast, to open the door to conversations about our faith and how we 
live it out. 
 
Second favorite workshop: “You Can Do It Here: Creative Worship in the Small Church.”  We discussed, in an 
interactive discussion, who we were as preachers/pastors and what type of congregations we serve—brave 
and daring or frightened and resistant to new ideas in worship. We went through the seasons of the church 
calendar and in small groups discussed some of how we worship through the seasons then shared with the 
entire groups some of those ideas. It was interesting to hear other ideas and even more interesting were the 
comments about some of what I shared, ideas that I did not think were that unique. I promised my 
congregation I would pace myself with new ideas. 
 
Third workshop: “Writing your Church’s Next Chapter: Options and Discernment for your Church.” This 
presentation showed us the options for churches that needed to make changes, such as selling your church 
building, combining congregations. It was a great presentation but also saddened me as I think about the 
future of all small churches. 
 
Worship was amazing! First, I stepped out of my comfort zone, serving as a liturgist (fine at home but not my 
favorite thing in a crowd of “strangers”) and singing in the pickup choir. Both were wonderful experiences. The 
sermon and celebration of Communion were dynamic and engaging, led by Liddy Barlow. 
 
Before worship, one of the planning team stepped to the pulpit stating he had asked for a moment before 
worship and said he “had a rant!” That caused a ripple through the congregation! Then he went on to say he 
was tired of being asked where he served and when he replied, “a small church,” people would say they 
were sorry about that. He told us that he was not sorry, he loved small church ministry, and believed that 
everyone gathered there was probably passionate about their small church. He also said that he believes 
that the megachurches will be a thing of the past in 20 years and all that will remain will be the small 
churches. I think what he shared touched every heart in the congregation. 
 
I attended Wee Kirk 21 years ago in Montreat, N.C., before I was commissioned. It was a bigger conference 
and, again, it was wonderful, but I truly enjoyed this smaller conference. I was so blessed by this conference. 
I hope my calendar will allow me to attend again next year.   
 
Thank you for the scholarship, my Session and I appreciate the funding that will help our budget while 
allowing me this wonderful experience. 


