
Presbytery of Genesee Val ley  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING DAY 

 

Saturday, March 2, 2024 
 

▪ For New & Experienced Church Leaders & Church Members 
▪ Offering Worship & 6 Courses—2 of which are offered twice—all online, via Zoom 
▪ Registration deadline: 2/26/24  

 

SCHEDULE: 
9 – 10:45 a.m.  Introduction & Workshop Session 1 
10:45 – 11   Break 
11 – 11:30  Worship 
11:30 – 1 p.m.  Workshop Session 2  

 
Worship will be led by Acts of Faith participants from various locations around the country—as they do with 
their weekly eWorship services. The Acts of Faith model was created by South Presbyterian Church as a 21st 
century embodiment of the first century Christian community.  
 

REGISTER: https://pbygenval.org/congregational-learning-day/ 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 

9 a.m. Classes  
 

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT PREVENTION POLICY TRAINING 
The Presbytery of Genesee Valley (PGV) is serious about preventing and responding to sexual misconduct within 
the context of the church. Following the July 2023 adoption of the policy, Understanding Sexual Misconduct: A 
Living Policy to Expand the Conversation for a Faithful Response to Boundary Violations, all individuals serving in 
ministry in any capacity in PGV are required to complete a 3-part training in 2024. 
 

This 90-min workshop regarding the Policy, the Procedure Manual, the Behavioral Covenant and the Child Safety 
Policy, will satisfy one of those three required parts to which, together, meet the Book of Order’s mandate that all 
councils “shall include requirements for boundary training which includes the topic of sexual misconduct, and child 
sexual abuse prevention training for its members at least every 36 months.” (G-3.0106) This educational training 
continues our collective learning and growth in understanding and living into healthy, relational boundaries. 
 

PRESENTERS: Members of the PGV Committee on Ministry’s Policy Implementation Team 
 

 

https://pbygenval.org/congregational-learning-day/


RULING ELDER TRAINING 
Ruling Elders are called to serve by God through the voice of their congregation as servant leaders in a shared 
ministry with Deacons and Teaching Elders. Yet, what exactly are the duties of Ruling Elders and how may 
their ministry lead the congregation they are serving to live fully their identity as followers of Christ? This short 
class will begin a conversation seeking to answer that question by exploring the essential tenets of the 
Reformed tradition; the biblical understanding of elders within the faith community, the call of Ruling Elders, 
and the duties of Ruling Elders outlined in the Book of Order. 
 

PRESENTER: Rev. Dr. Carson O. Mouser  
 

DEACONS TRAINING 
The Deacons are the hands, feet and ears of the church. We shall spend our time considering our work as deep listeners 
who hear with ears and hearts. We shall reflect on the ways we respond and serve—walking the path where the Spirit 
leads.  We shall be naming and claiming the gentle authority of the Deacon. And we shall consider how we offer our 
gifts; we shall discuss the need for a Deacon to have good boundaries, excellent self-care and self-compassion.   
 

PRESENTER: Rev. Dr. Stephanie Sauvé 
 
ANSWERING THE WHERE & HOW—PGV Website, Google Drive, & More 

Develop your core competency in finding just what you need on the PGV website. Discover the best pathway to 
access the information that makes your work easier, as well as the benefits of utilizing the website for your 
congregational needs. Become familiar with the shared Google drives now being used by the Presbytery and how to 
best navigate this new platform. Explore the basics of creating, accessing, and contributing to the documents used 
in the work and life of the Presbytery. The knowledge gleaned in this introductory workshop is applicable to 
personal use of Google drives as well. This workshop is for church leaders and administrators, committee and 
working group members, anyone interested in learning the basics about these tools. 
 

PRESENTER: Lisa Bennett, PGV communications coordinator 

 

11:30 a.m. Classes 
 

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT PREVENTION POLICY TRAINING—see workshop description above 
 
RULING ELDER TRAINING—see workshop description above 
 
PROPERTY GUYS FROM AROUND THE PRESBYTERY 

Are you wondering how your church building can be more environmentally friendly? Or how you can find more 
energy savings? With these priorities in mind, are there strategies that can also reduce costs? What do these 
goals and priorities mean for a large church building as well as a church property with an additional meeting 
space on the campus and a city church vs a small-town church? 
 

Learn from a few of the Presbytery of Genesee Valley’s very own Property Guys! Practical strategies, how-to 
tips, Q&A, and real-life examples of being environmentally aware and saving energy costs will be shared (i.e. 
stained-glass window energy studies, transitioning to LED bulbs, insulation options, programmable 
thermostats, and timers for lighting/heating/cooling) You should walk away having some questions answered, 
and having learned something new and meaningful to your role—and impactful for your church. Learn energy 
saving strategies and ask them for advice about other projects, repairs, or maintenance you are facing at your 
church. Most of this workshop will be open-format conversations around strategies, best practices, shared 
experiences, and Q&A. 

 

PRESENTERS: Elders Brian Shaffer, Don Fairman, David McDowell 
 
PC(USA)’s LONG-STANDING SUPPORT FOR JUSTICE IN PALESTINE 

The news from Israel is bleak but then, it has been for a long time, 75 years to be exact. Since the country of 
Israel was established, the Israeli government has unjustly treated their Palestinian heritage citizens. Learn 
what PC(USA) has been doing for over 20 years to lift up the voices of our unheard brothers and sisters.  

 
PRESENTERS: Elder Mindy Shaffer, Gloria Farwagi Webster 


