
 

 

 

                                                                                                  

Ever since I became a member of this Presbytery, I’ve 

heard people say that Congregational Learning Day 

(CLD) is one of the most popular and beloved events 

hosted by our Presbytery. After participating in it 

many times now, I can’t help but agree.  

Why is CLD so popular? Well, you will have your own answer to that question, but here’s mine. There is 

something empowering about gathering in a room (digitally, in recent years) to hear someone with 

wisdom, experience, a unique perspective, or expertise provide insights on a given topic. The last two 

years, Rev. Erin Jacobson and I have led the workshops on Elder and Deacon training, but, in previous 

years I was able to attend other workshops, such as ones on church stewardship, the Vital 

Congregations Initiative, and inclusivity in the church for people with disabilities. When I attended such 

workshops as a participant, I entered them with the expectation that I would find something to take 

back to my congregation to help us carry out our ministry more faithfully. When I’m preparing to lead a 

workshop, I think to myself: What can I say to people that might inspire or equip them to go back to 

their congregations to lead with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? Whether as a leader or 

participant, here is the common thread in my experience with CLD: hope. The mood of CLD is 

hopefulness. It provides hope that something learned or “caught” during the day’s workshops will help 

our congregations.  

Ephesians 4:12 says the gifts God gives us are 

intended “to equip the saints for the work of 

ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” 

To me, that’s what CLD is all about—giving 

people hope that, by participating, they will 

become and help others become better 

equipped saints.  

There is much hopelessness in the world right 

now. Some of our congregations are feeling 

hopeless. It is for this reason that I encourage 

you to attend CLD this year. There will be 

courses on using digital technology in our 

churches, on the purpose and function of 

elders, deacons, and trustees, on 

encouraging collaboration between churches, 

on being missional, on doing difficult things 

together as a church, and so much more.  

If you are looking to be inspired, encouraged, and equipped this year, CLD offers that to you and your 

church. The hope you need right now might be waiting for you on Saturday, March 4.  
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