
 

 

 

 
Throughout the last several months, the congregation I serve, York United Presbyterian Church, has 
experienced several unfortunate deaths: faithful people who lived their earthly lives well and have 
joined that great cloud of witnesses. My own grandma, Fern, is also among the wider church family and 
community whose loss we have experienced. In addition, just a few minutes before I sat down to write 
this article, I received word on the passing of Bob Kaiser, another one of God’s faithful servants.  
 
In prayerfully celebrating all of their lives and holding dear their memories even as we grieve, I have 
found myself still hearing their voices speak to me, guiding me here and there, or giving me 
encouragement as I sense the prayers they’ve prayed over me still guiding me on.  
 
Among those who have died in the York congregation were two sisters, and when visiting either of them 
I would frequently hear something along the lines of, “When I count my blessings, I realize I simply have 
too many to count.” 
 
So, I want to continue their ministry of gratitude and take this time to simply thank you all for the 
faithful ministries you each are leading. I am humbled at your hours of prayerful discernment, diligent 
committee work, and engaging meeting time. I am excited at the ways you are listening to the Holy 
Spirit and being guided by the light of Christ. And I am hope-filled at the many, many ways I see God still 
calling and equipping all of us in whatever forms of ministry and walks of faith we have been called. 
 
I recognize that they are always moments of discouragement and doubt when we may question 
ourselves or our work at hand. I even recognize how some of our work has led to tough decisions like 
closing a church or moving on to another opportunity or ministry. Though the Holy Spirit may have led 
us to such a decision, it is still okay to sit in the grief and disappointment. 
 
But please know that I am in this with you, thanking God for the joy and honor of serving with you, and 
running out of paper as I continue the endless list of all the blessings that come with being in ministry 
and partnership in this Presbytery. 
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Endless  
 Blessings 

Michelle Sumption, moderator 
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