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CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING DAY 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, March 4, 2023 
 

▪ For New & Experienced Church Leaders & Church Members 
▪ Offering 12 Courses—5 of which are given twice—and Worship Online 
▪ Registration deadline: 2/24/23  

 

SCHEDULE: 
9 – 10:45 a.m.  Class 1 & introduction 
10:45 – 11   Break 
11 – 11:30  Worship 
11:30 – 1 p.m.  Class 2  

 
Worship will be led by Rev. Laura Norris Buisch from the Western New York Presbytery with a focus on the 
Litany of Repentance used in 225 GA worship. 
 

REGISTER: https://pbygenval.org/congregational-learning-day/ 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 

 9 a.m. Classes  
 

CHURCH IN THE DIGITAL AGE: 101 (part one in two-part series) – Rev. Richard Hong, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Englewood (NJ) 

Technology isn’t a set of tools; it’s the defining force of our culture. Tech fluency is about improving our 
engagement with digital natives. In this workshop we will discuss our cultural environment, the use of 
social media, and improving the online worship experience for those with limited technical expertise. 

 
COURAGE IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY – Rev. Dr. Roula Alkhouri, pastor of Batavia First Presbyterian 

How can we find the courage to respond to the threats of violence and hate in our communities? What 
can we do to respond in Christ’s way to the challenges posed by Christian Nationalism and all the hate 
that it spreads in the name of God and country? Join Rev. Dr. Roula Alkhouri in a conversation about 
promoting a prophetic vision of peace in a time of division and fear. 

 
 

https://pbygenval.org/congregational-learning-day/


ELDER AND DEACON TRAINING – Rev. Aaron Neff, pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford and Rev. 
Erin Jacobson, associate pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford 

This seminar is designed as training for elders and deacons. Join us to gain practical leadership tools and 
hone your skills for the ministry where God has called you to serve. We will be defining what elders and 
deacons are, why their roles and responsibilities are vital for the church, and how you can aim to be faithful 
in your ministry. We hope new and returning elders and deacons will leave feeling equipped and inspired. 

 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS—LET’S TALK – Roberta Davis of Lenape Pennsylvania & African diasporan descent 

A Land Acknowledgment is a formal statement that recognizes and respects Indigenous Peoples as 
traditional stewards of this land and the enduring relationship that exists between Indigenous Peoples 
and their traditional territories. But it is so much more. Join Roberta for a closer look at this. 

 
RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN FOUNDATION—The Joy of Stewardship: Tell Your 
Ministry Story – Rev. Dr. Rose Niles, ministry relations officer for the Presbyterian Foundation 

While it may seem that stewardship is a once-a-year campaign to raise money for the church budget, it 
should be more than that. Grace. Gratitude. Generosity. Stewardship should be a joyful, life-giving 
spiritual discipline that is practiced throughout the year. We will explore pathways toward the renewal 
of the joy of stewardship of time, talent, treasure, and testimony (storytelling) through an overview of 
resources offered by the Presbyterian Foundation. 

 
TREASURERS 101: UNDERSTANDING BUDGETS AND REPORTING – Rev. Ellie Johns-Kelley, ministry relations 
officer for the Presbyterian Foundation 

This workshop highlights best practices and recommended resources for treasurers. 
 
TRUSTEES IN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH– Rev. Tedd Pullano, associate pastor at Third Presbyterian Church 
and Jim Pochodylo, trustee at Third Presbyterian Church 

This session explores selected roles of a church and Presbytery trustee as described in 'The Presbyterian 
Trustee, An Essential Guide' by Earl S. Johnson, Jr. and reviews resources available from PC(USA) and the 
Presbytery of Genesee Valley. Special attention will be given to matters of insurance, investments, property 
management, and security. We will finish with a discussion of mutual areas of interest among the attendees. 

 
WRITING AS A SPIRITUAL PRACTICE – Rev. Dr. Pat Youngdahl, founder and lead writer at seriousjoy.org  

A welcoming and energizing workshop that taps into the spiritual “spring of living water” welling up 
within us that Jesus promises to all who seek it (John 4:7 – 14).  

• Draw on a practice of freewriting developed in the Presbytery of Genesee Valley & at Colgate 
Rochester Crozer Divinity School 

• Write in response to prompts from Scripture 

• Pause after each five-minute burst of writing to re-read what is on the page & mark what we find to 
be the liveliest portions 

• Share (as desired) with others 
 

11:30 a.m. Classes 
 

BENEFITS OF COLLABORATIVE YOUTH MINISTRY – Rev. Michelle Allen, pastor at East Avon Presbyterian 
Church and Rebeka Fergusson-Lutz Camp Whitman assistant director 

Many/most churches struggle to implement an effective and efficient youth ministry, and not through 
lack of effort and intentionality. Simply put, we need a cultural shift in our approach to youth ministry, 
from individual-church insularity to multi-church (and multi-Presbytery) partnership. This interactive 
session will explore the ways that youth leaders, pastors, and lay leadership can collaborate around 
youth ministry, both within and among Presbyteries. 

http://seriousjoy.org/


CHURCH IN THE DIGITAL AGE: 102 (part two in two-part series) – Rev. Richard Hong, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Englewood (NJ) 

Technology isn’t a set of tools; it’s the defining force of our culture. Tech fluency is about improving our 
engagement with digital natives. In this workshop we will discuss the use of social media and improving 
online worship from the perspective of those with moderate to advanced technical expertise. 

 

COURAGE IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY – Rev. Dr. Roula Alkhouri, pastor of Batavia First Presbyterian 
How can we find the courage to respond to the threats of violence and hate in our communities? What 
can we do to respond in Christ’s way to the challenges posed by Christian Nationalism and all the hate 
that it spreads in the name of God and country? Join Rev. Dr. Roula Alkhouri in a conversation about 
promoting a prophetic vision of peace in a time of division and fear. 

 

ELDER AND DEACON TRAINING – Rev. Aaron Neff, pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford and Rev. 
Erin Jacobson, associate pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford 

This seminar is designed as training for elders and deacons. Join us to gain practical leadership tools and 
hone your skills for the ministry where God has called you to serve. We will be defining what elders and 
deacons are, why their roles and responsibilities are vital for the church, and how you can aim to be faithful 
in your ministry. We hope new and returning elders and deacons will leave feeling equipped and inspired. 

 

NOT SAFE FOR WORSHIP?  HOW TO CREATE A CLIMATE WHERE POLITICS, RELIGION AND CURRENT EVENTS 
CAN BE COMFORTABLY DISCUSSED IN THE PURPLE CHURCH – Prof. Marvin and Allison Pritts  

The participants are politically diverse (a purple church), yet for the last two years, the class has focused 
on a discussion of current events, often involving controversial topics. Conversations are civil, 
enlightening, engaging and respectful. Getting to this point has been deliberate and slow but is now a 
place where anyone can comfortably express their opinions about any number of issues that might be 
considered politically or religiously loaded. Diverse opinions are welcomed and given thoughtful 
consideration by others. Marvin and Allison will share their approach and tools to creating a safe and 
trusting environment where issues of politics and faith can be thoughtfully discussed.  

 

REFRAMING CHURCH CLOSURE: WHEN CLOSING THE DOORS IS A FAITHFULLY COURAGEOUS CHOICE – Rev. 
Edye Mabanglo, pastor of Newport Presbyterian Church, WA and ICF certified Coach 

Church closures are often talked about in hushed voices filled with fear or guilt, and yet all organizations 
have a life cycle. Many of our churches were established to meet the needs within a particular context 
and have done that work well. This workshop explores when closure is a faithful choice and how to focus 
on the legacy a congregation shares as it ceases ministry in a particular location. 

 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN FOUNDATION - The Joy of Stewardship: Tell Your 
Ministry Story – Rev. Dr. Rose Niles, ministry relations officer for the Presbyterian Foundation 

While it may seem that stewardship is a once-a-year campaign to raise money for the church budget, it 
should be more than that. Grace. Gratitude. Generosity. Stewardship should be a joyful, life-giving 
spiritual discipline that is practiced throughout the year. We will explore pathways toward the renewal of 
the joy of stewardship of time, talent, treasure, and testimony (storytelling) through an overview of 
resources offered by the Presbyterian Foundation.  

 

TREASURERS 101: UNDERSTANDING BUDGETS AND REPORTING – Rev. Ellie Johns-Kelley, ministry relations 
officer for the Presbyterian Foundation 

This workshop highlights best practices and recommended resources for treasurers. 
 

TRUSTEES IN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH– Rev. Tedd Pullano, associate pastor at Third Presbyterian Church 
and Jim Pochodylo, trustee at Third Presbyterian Church 

This session explores selected roles of a church and Presbytery trustee as described in 'The Presbyterian 
Trustee, An Essential Guide' by Earl S. Johnson, Jr. and reviews resources available from PC(USA) and the 
Presbytery of Genesee Valley. Special attention will be given to matters of insurance, investments, property 
management, and security. We will finish with a discussion of mutual areas of interest among the attendees.  


