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The next day John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!” —John 1:29 
 
Richard Rohr reminded me this morning that we have heard the phrase “Lamb of God” so much, we can 
miss the utter strangeness of a saving “lamb” who is sacrificed rather than the saving “lion” who will 
come in and fix everything. 
 
I’ve been pondering the slow and subtle ways of God lately, over and against my own desire for God to 
come in and clean up all the messes in my life. 
 
Have you ever been part of a process where a group is pointing out all that is going wrong with an 
organization, a project at work, or your church? Where the energy seems to be sucked out of the room as 
people point out all the valid reasons we seem to be getting nowhere? 
 
My guess is you probably have! This is “lion” energy—seeing our work as a problem to be solved. 
 
Then, have you ever witnessed one of these conversations changing, and the energy coming back? Often, 
it’s with a question. Something like, “Where is God in all of this?” … “What feels like the next right step?” 
… “What are we doing right?”  
 
Our March 29 special Presbytery meeting was a strong witness to me of what we are doing right. Or, 
perhaps more accurately, how the Lamb of God continues to guide us with his presence and good 
questions as we find our way through the wilderness. 
 
Ironically, March 29 was a special meeting of the Presbytery called for the purpose of dismissing the 
Mendon Church from our Presbytery. 
 
Yet in the midst of the act of graciously considering and affirming a request from one of our churches to 
separate, I think we all witnessed many “right” things going on in our midst: 
 

good questions  

and the Lamb of God 
Laurel Nelson, Big Picture Team convener 



 

 

1) We are a connectional church. Strangely enough, at a meeting dismissing a church from the 
Presbytery, we were able to better see the crucial gift of our connections. At the pre-meeting 
especially (which was very well attended), members of various congregations expressed their sadness 
that the Mendon church leaders had not received the same help that they have experienced when 
they reached out to presbytery leaders in times of struggle. 

 
2) We can disagree with one another in love. This was illustrated both in how the business was 

conducted by our moderator and Committee on Ministry (COM), and most profoundly in the Mendon 
Church Discernment Team’s work together. People spoke their differences respectfully and 
articulately. One of my greatest hopes for the church at this time is that we can be that BRAVE SPACE 
in our communities where polarizing views can be shared, similarities and differences discussed, and 
we can model listening to and learning from one another. 

 
3) We ask good questions. The Discernment Team helped us looked back at a long history of disconnection 

between the Mendon Church and Presbytery, and many presbyters asked how we can do things 
differently. The COM shared how they have reorganized themselves as teams using the Neighborhood 
Model and trying to build organic connections between congregations for mutual support. 

 
4) We care. I was left with the sense that we care for one another. It hurts when a church leaves, 

because we are in this together, and we want to help one another. The Relationships Working Group 
is gathering teams of people to simply visit our churches and communicate this message: “We are 
here. We care. You are not alone.” 

 
As we Behold the Lamb of God in our midst this Easter season, a Visioning Working Group is starting its 
work strategizing and longer-range planning. Please pray for them (and it’s not too late to join them if 
you feel called to this work!): Tim Ferrell (Scottsville), Lea Kone (DUPC), Martha Mitchell (Lyndonville), 
Twyla Boyer (Penfield), Kevin Hershey (Scottsville), Sue Thaine (Albion), Evan Wildhack (Corfu); Ex-Officio: 
Susan Orr  
 
Our five-presbytery conversation is gaining energy and trust, looking at ways we can share one another’s 
challenges, possibly sharing staff together (reflections on 5 presbyteries collaborative by Karen Chamis, 
resource presbyter for Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery). 
 
We are connected so intimately in our sin and our salvation by the Lamb of God. Let us celebrate how 
Resurrection happens in ways we never expect! God is at work, dear friends, in all times and in all places! 

https://pbygenval.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2022/04/5-presbyteries-article-Karen-Chamois.pdf

