
General Assembly re-cap in less than 500 words  
... *snort  ! 

 
There’s been a lot of conversation among commissioners and mid council leaders about how to 
interpret the 225th General Assembly to the members of our presbyteries. Soooo much business was 
conducted that it is simply impossible to accurately reflect all that occurred in a newsletter article or 
a 15-minute presentation at a presbytery meeting. Even polity nerds (of which I am proudly one) 
cannot grasp the entire breadth of decision-making that took place over the course of five days in 
early July. There were 196 Items of Business (IOBs) of which 127 were approved on the Consent 
Agenda. Now THAT is a lot of reading. Raise your hand if you watched some of the proceedings—
what did you think? The in-person committee/virtual plenaries model was an experiment, and it was 
not perfect. I would argue there is no perfect model. We hold the tension between the environmental, 
accessibility and financial costs of a fully in-person assembly vs. the inherent desire to be fully 
present in the same space while discerning the will of God for our denomination. As it is, the General 
Assembly per capita rate for 2023 and 
2024 is increasing by nearly one dollar 
per person. It would have increased by 
nearly $1.75/person had a fully in-
person assembly model been approved 
for 2024. Instead, we will try another 
experiment—all committees will meet 
virtually with the plenaries taking place 
in person in Salt Lake City in July 2024. 
 
In August, the Big Picture Team will 
begin discussing how we will 
undertake the task of deliberating  
the 30+ proposed amendments to  
the Book of Order that now come to 
the presbyteries for discernment. Every presbytery will need to take action on each one—approve or 
disapprove—and submit the results by one year following the Assembly. Items that propose 
constitutional changes require approval from 84 presbyteries. Not voting at all counts as a “no” vote. 
For items that established a policy or established a statement on behalf of the 225th General 
Assembly, that business process is now complete. It is important to note that the social witness of 
the PC(USA) does not bind individuals but reflects the broader church’s witness in the world. 
 
If you would like to dig deeper or if you’re a polity nerd yourself, PC-Biz—the technology where it 
happens—is available for all to see at www.pc-biz.org. There are other resources available in the 
news section of this newsletter and will continue to be made available as we, the Presbytery of 
Genesee Valley, do our own work of discernment. 
 

Hey, that was only 432 words.  Not bad!!        
 
Susan Orr, transitional leader 

http://www.pc-biz.org/

