
 

DESIGNATED VALIDATED MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT—Camp Whitman 

 

In June 1954, Camp Marcus Whitman opened for its inaugural season on the beautiful shores of Seneca 

Lake. The programs and facilities now known of as Camp Whitman on Seneca Lake were born of 

tremendous love, spirit, dedication, and much physical work of many pastors and parishioners in the 

then-named Presbytery of Geneva-Lyons. Following the closing of their own Hillside Center, the 

Presbytery of Genesee Valley became an active partner in Camp Whitman.   

In addition to camping weeks for children from the two Presbyteries, Camp Whitman began offering 

weekly vacation camps for developmentally disabled adults in the 1970s. Many of the campers have 

been attending Camp Whitman year after year, and widely share that their week at camp is the highlight 

of their year. Some campers have been returning for more than 20 years!   

These two camp programs became fully integrated in 2010 and programs became inclusive for the full 

camp season since that time. Camp Whitman is one of the only camps in the country to serve adults 

with disabilities alongside programs for school-aged youth. This unique integration allows traditional 

school-aged campers to experience the joy of camp alongside their enthusiastic and loving friends with 

developmental disabilities. Campers learn patience, understanding and compassion through these 

relationships. Campers in each program have their own counselors, cabins and specially designed 

activities. The two programs join together each day for meals and evening programs.  

This season has been an unprecedented one in Camp Whitman's history. For the first time in 66 years, 

Camp Whitman was without campers, however, quickly pivoting to respond to the needs of the 

community this past summer, Whitman launched three brand new programs: Camp Reimagined, Camp 

Renewal, and Camp Recreate.  



 Camp Reimagined was a four-week program of on-demand videos and hands-on, mailed-to-

home activities via a “camp in a box.” The theme for this year’s program “Grow Where You Are 

Planted” served as a wonderful reminder to us about our strength and resiliency in times of 

adversity.   

 Sixteen volunteers lived in community together, sharing in service, community and reflection as 

part of Camp Renewal. These volunteers helped to make video tutorials for the Camp 

Reimagined program and provide recreational programming to the Camp Recreate program.  

They also painted, cleaned, cleared trails, built fire pits, and learned to sail this summer.  

 For 16 weeks this summer and fall, 400 individuals from 10 different states were able to camp 

with their families or quarantine pods as part of the Camp Recreate program.  

Camp Whitman is in the final stages of a major three-year renovation project, funded by donations from 

generous individuals and congregations within the two Presbyteries. Renovations include updates to the 

main lodge and dining hall, including solar panels; new roofs throughout the entire camp; beautifully 

restored family cottages, two new docks at the waterfront; an organic vegetable garden; construction of 

picnic pavilions; new program facilities and much needed upgrades to the camp’s water system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Rebeka Fergusson-Lutz, mission linkages working group. 


