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Acknowledging the Traditional Indigenous Inhabitants of the 
Presbytery of Genesee Valley’s region 

 
I.  General Assembly Action 

 
The 223rd General Assembly (2018) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) adopted this directive: 
 

Encourage mid councils to begin their meetings with an acknowledgment of whose land 
they are meeting on and that greetings to the assembly include a welcome from those 
Indigenous peoples currently living on the land. 

 
The research in this report was undertaken so the Presbytery of Genesee Valley could 
effectively implement this directive. 
 
II.  The Presbytery of Genesee Valley 
 
The Presbytery includes all of the following western New York State counties: 

Orleans 
Genesee 
Wyoming 
Monroe 
Livingston 

In addition, the Presbytery includes the town of Victor in Ontario County. 
 
Please see the map of the Presbytery in Appendix A. 
 
III.  Guidelines for Honoring Native Lands 
 
The U.S. Department of Arts and Culture has published a helpful guide Honor Native Land: A 
Guide and Call to Acknowledgment, available at https://usdac.us/nativeland.  See Appendix B.   
 
What is land acknowledgement? 
 
Acknowledgment is a public statement at the beginning of a gathering to recognize the 
traditional Native inhabitants of a place.  [Honor Native Land, p. 3.] 
 
This practice is more widespread in Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, but slowly spreading in 
the United States.  [Honor Native Land, p. 4] 
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Why introduce the practice of land acknowledgment? 
 
The USDAC Guide offers these reasons for introducing this practice: 
 

• Offer recognition and respect. 
• Counter the “doctrine of discovery” with the true story of the people who were already 

here. 
• Create a broader public awareness of the history that has led to this moment. 
• Begin to repair relationships with Native communities and with the land. 
• Support larger truth-telling and reconciliation efforts. 
• Remind people that colonization is an ongoing process, with Native lands still occupied 

due to deceptive and broken treaties and practices of eminent domain and other 
mechanisms intended to benefit government or corporate America. 

• Take a cue from Indigenous protocols, opening up spaces with reverence and respect. 
• Inspire ongoing action and relationships.  [Honor Native Land, p. 3] 

 
Process for appropriate land acknowledgment 
 
This research, undertaken to develop possible land acknowledgment statements, is only the 
first step of an appropriate process.  The research allows us to identify the traditional 
inhabitants of the land included in the Presbytery.   
 
But each indigenous group has its own history and protocols for welcome and 
acknowledgment.  This research is simply a starting point for relationships and dialogue with 
Native communities.  These conversations will allow us to respect the wishes of traditional 
inhabitants about how they would like to be named and acknowledged. 
 
IV.  Earliest Native Inhabitants of Presbytery Lands 
 
If you asked most people in western New York to identify the Native inhabitants of this region, 
they would name the Seneca tribe of the Haudenosaunee Confederation.  While this is not 
incorrect, the history of occupation of these lands is much more extensive and richer than that 
response would indicate. 
 
Human beings have lived in New York State at least since the Paleo-Indian period (15,000 to 
7,000 B.C. or BCE), after the continental ice sheet began to recede.  [Adirondacks: Native 
Americans, p. 1, See Appendix C] 
 
People from the Laurentian culture (8,000 to 1,000 B.C. or BCE) moved into western New York 
from the St. Lawrence River valley.  This culture was replaced by others as hunting and 
agriculture evolved and influenced how communities were established.   [Adirondacks: Native 
Americans, pp. 1-2] 
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These peoples eventually coalesced into two main groups of Woodland Indians:  Iroquois and 
Algonquin.  The map below shows the areas occupied by these groups (purple to the left = 
Iroquois; pink to the right = Algonquin).  [Native American Netroots: The Ancestors of the 
Iroquois, p. 2, See Appendix D; Adirondacks: Native Americans, p. 2] 
 

 
 
 
The primary ancestral Iroquoian culture in New York is the Owasco cultural tradition, which 
became predominant around 900 A.D. or CE.  [Native American Netroots: The Ancestors of the 
Iroquois, p. 4]   
 
The Owasco cultural tradition evolved through various phases.  Housing evolved into the 
longhouses we associate with the Iroquois, and settlement patterns changed from smaller 
villages to more permanent towns on hilltops defended by stockades.  [Native American 
Netroots: The Ancestors of the Iroquois, p. 4-5] 
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V.  Early Iroquoian Groups in Western New York 
 
As the map above indicates, the area covered by the Presbytery of Genesee Valley is the 
ancestral home of four major indigenous Iroquoian groups:   
 Wenro – a shortened form of the Wenrohronon tribe 
 Seneca 
 Erie 
 Susquehanna 
 
Using the resources noted in the Honor Native Land guide yields similar information. 
 

 
 
Source: http://www.native-languages.org/ 
  Geographic index of Native American tribes 
  United State tribes  
  New York State 
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Source: https://native-land.ca/ 
  At this website, enter any Rochester-area or Western New York zip code into 
   the search box. 
  Zoom out and you will be able to see this view. 
 

• Wenrohronon territory to the northwest – south of Lake Ontario and east of the Niagara 
River 

 
• Erie territory to the southwest – south of the Wenrohronon area and along the southern 

shore of Lake Erie 
 

• Seneca territory in the Finger Lakes area, south of Lake Ontario, immediately east of the 
Wenro 
 

• Susquehannock territory east of the Erie and south of the Seneca territories. 
    
  A larger view of the map is in Appendix E. 
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VI.  Haudenosaunee Confederacy 
 
In 1142, Deganawidah, Jingosaseh, and Hiawatha persuaded the Mohawks, Cayugas, Oneidas, 
Onondagas, and Senecas to form the Haudenosaunee Confederacy.  [Adirondacks: Native 
Americans, p. 3; Native American Netroots: The Ancestors of the Iroquois, p. 5; Johansen, Dating 
the Iroquois Confederacy, p. 1,3, See Appendix F.] 
 
The original five tribes comprising the Confederacy are: 
 

Common name Meaning What they called 
themselves – 
Two alternate 
spellings 

Meaning 

Iroquois Algonquin for “Real 
Adders” 

Haudenosaunee 
Ongwanonsionni’ 

People of the 
longhouse 

Mohawk Keepers of the 
Eastern Door 

Kanyengehaga 
Kahnia’kehaka 

People of the place 
of the flint 

Oneida  Oneyotdehaga 
Onyota’a:ka 

People of the 
standing stone 

Onondaga Keepers of the Great 
Council Fire 

Onontaga 
Ononda’ge 

On the mountain 

Cayuga  Gayokwehonu 
Gayohkohnyoh 

Where they land the 
boats 

Seneca Keepers of the 
Western Door 

Onondewagaono 
Onondawahgah 

Great hills people 

 
The Tuscarora (Ska:ru:re) tribe joined the Confederacy in 1722, becoming the sixth nation. 
 
Sources:  Adirondacks: Native Americans, p. 3 
     Harden, Whose Land? pp. 9, 28-40, See Appendix G. 
     Szczepaniec, Indigenous People of Western New York, p. 3, See Appendix H. 
     Access Genealogy, New York Indian Tribes, p.1 
 
A list of village sites for each of the five tribes of the original Confederacy is included in the 
Access Genealogy article, New York Indian Tribes, included in Appendix I. 
 
Henceforth in this report, Haudenosaunee or the Confederacy refers to the Five or Six Nations, 
while Iroquois or Iroquoian refers to the language group noted above, since the language group 
included more than the 6 tribes who confederated.   
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VII.  Pre-Revolutionary Times 
 
The four tribes who lived in the region now covered by the Presbytery of Genesee Valley were 
documented in pre-Colonial times by French missionaries and traders who arrived to explore, 
evangelize, and trade.   
 
Wenrohronon 
 
The Wenrohronon, or the Wenro People, were an Iroquoian Amerindian people of North 
America.  French missionaries, Jesuits, met them on their journeys in the 1630s and 
documented their territory as lying north of the Eries’ territory and west of the Genesee River, 
across from which lived the Senecas.  Wenro land extended to the east side of the Niagara River 
and south to the eastern end of Lake Erie.  It is likely that they shared hunting grounds with the 
Erie tribe near the headwaters of the Allegheny River. 
 
The Wenro are not well known today because they became extinct due to plagues and 
internecine warfare.  Their relatively small territory did not contain many resources, other than 
hunting grounds, and they were situated between the Haudenosaunee tribes to their east and 
the Hurons to the west, in Canada.  They traded with both groups, and they provided a buffer 
between the Haudenosaunee and Hurons, who were often at war with each other. 
 
A mass migration of the Wenro out of their territory occurred in 1639, when they moved west 
into Huron territory.  By 1643, the Wenro were conquered by the Haudenosaunee confederacy.  
Haudenosaunee culture allowed for the adoption of survivors, so it is likely that the remained 
Wenro peoples were absorbed into the Senecas, who came to occupy their territory. 
[Information from the Wikipedia entry for Wenrohronon, available at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wenrohronon.] 
 
Erie 
 
The Erie were also an Iroquoian Amerindian people of North America.  Their territory stretched 
south into Pennsylvania from the southern shore of Lake Erie near Buffalo, west to the vicinity 
of Sandusky, Ohio, and east to the lands of the Susquehannock along the east watershed of the 
Allegheny river and to the lands of the Seneca along the west watershed of the Genesee river. 
 
The Erie were traditional enemies of the Haudenosaunee tribes, and were allied with the 
Neutral tribe in Canada on the west side of the Niagara River and Wenro tribe against them.  
The Erie traded with the Susquehannocks. 
 
The Erie tribe was decimated between 1648 and 1656 in a series of wars with the 
Haudenosaunee.  Between 1648 and 1651, the Haudenosaunee conquered the Hurons and the 
Neutrals, with survivors of these tribes taking refuge with the Eries.  The western 
Haudenosaunee tribes (Seneca, Cayuga, and Onondaga) wanted the Erie to surrender the 
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refugees, but the Erie refused.  At the same time, the Mohawk and Oneida tribes were warring 
with the Susquehannock.  By 1656, the Haudenosaunee had destroyed most of the Erie villages.  
Survivors were absorbed into the Seneca tribe to replace their war losses, and the Eries ceased 
to exist as a separate tribe. 
 
Some of the descendants of the Eries who had been integrated into the Seneca tribe left New 
York during the 1720s and returned to Ohio, where they became known as the Mingo or Ohio 
Iroquois.  They were subsequently removed to the Indian Territory (now Oklahoma) during the 
1840s.  Some of the Senecas in Oklahoma now probably have Erie ancestors.  [Information 
from:  Lee Sultzman, Erie History, available at http://www.dickshovel.com/erie.html; and, 
Access Genealogy, Erie Tribe, updated October 4, 2013, available at 
https://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/erie-tribe.htm.] 
 
 
Seneca 
 
The Senecas joined the Haudenosaunee Confederacy in 1142.  They occupied the area we know 
as the Finger Lakes, or the area drained by the Genesee River, from the watershed between 
Cayuga and Seneca Lakes to the Genesee River.  Irondequoit was their landing-place on Lake 
Ontario.  Their council fire was at Tsonontowan, near Naples, in Ontario County.  
 
During the 1600s, the Senecas were part of many wars that the Haudenosaunee had with 
neighboring tribes – the Wenro, the Eries, the Susquehannocks, the Neutrals, and the Hurons.  
After the Eries and Neutrals, both tribes that had lived west of the Senecas, were destroyed in 
the mid-1600s, the Senecas extended their territory west to Lake Erie and south along the 
Alleghany River into Pennsylvania. 
 
By 1657 the Seneca tribe, following the Haudenosaunee tradition of adopting conquered 
peoples when they agreed to live under the Confederation form of government, was comprised 
of people from eleven different tribes.  This is one reason they became the largest of the six 
nations of the Confederacy.  [Information from Access Genealogy, Seneca Tribe, updated July 
26, 2014, available at https://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/seneca-tribe.htm.] 
 
Susquehannock 
 
The Susquehannock tribe occupied land around the Susquehanna River and its branches from 
the north end of the Chesapeake Bay through Pennsylvania and into southern New York. 
 
They are not well known today, though they were a tribe of considerable strength in the mid-
Atlantic area when the Europeans arrived.  Since they lived inland, Europeans did not visit their 
villages as often. 
 
They have been described as bitter enemies of the Haudenosaunee and in the mid-1600s they 
were part of many wars against them. 
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The tribe was hit hard by epidemics, as well as being weakened by the ongoing warfare.  By 
1675, they had been defeated by the Haudenosaunee.  Some of the survivors settled among 
the Mohawks and Oneidas, while some Susquehannock are thought to have migrated south 
and joined the Meherrin tribe in North Carolina.  The Meherrins were later integrated into the 
Tuscaroras and came with them to New York in 1722. 
 
The famous Oneida chief during the American Revolution, Skenandoa, was of Susquehanna 
descent as was Logan, a Mingo chief in Ohio.  [Information from Lee Sultzman, Susquehannock 
History, available at http://www.dickshovel.com/susque.html.] 
 
Beaver Wars 
 
The intertribal wars referred to above were part of a period called the Beaver Wars, which 
extended from about 1630-1700.  Europeans – Swedes, Dutch, English, and French – wanted to 
trade with Native American tribes for fur, primarily beaver pelts.  The competition for trading 
partners, shifting alliances, and declining wildlife resources all led to warfare, which decimated 
some tribes. 
 
The Haudenosaunee traded with the Dutch.  Initially the European partners were slow to trade 
firearms to Native Americans, and limited the amount of ammunition they would exchange.  As 
competition increased, these boundaries were breached.  The English were willing to sell more 
weapons to the Mohawks, so the Dutch countered by removing any restrictions they had. 
 
With better-armed warriors, the Haudenosaunee were able to defeat the Hurons and 
neighboring tribes.  This increased the violence of the Beaver Wars.  Increased trade also 
intensified Native American dependence on the goods they received in exchange for the furs. 
 
Dependence on the fur trade not only set Native American tribes against each other, it also led 
them to seek relationships with European traders.  As a result, intertribal and intercolonial 
relationships became more difficult while relationships between Native American tribes and 
particular colonial groups strengthened. 
 
The Beaver Wars ended with the Treaty of Grande Paix, or Great Peace, in 1701, between the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the British, and the French.  Conflict continued, however, for 
many years to come.  [Information from Lee Sultzman, Susquehannock History, available at 
http://www.dickshovel.com/susque.html; and, Ohio History Central, Beaver Wars, available at 
http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Beaver_Wars.] 
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French and Indian War 
 
The competition between colonial powers Britain and France came to a head in North America 
with the French and Indian War, 1754-1763.  The war ended with the Treaty of Paris in 1763.   
 
Overt hostilities between colonial powers pressured Native American tribes to turn trading 
relationships and alliances into more formal support for one side or the other.  The 
Haudenosaunee were trading partners with the British so they initially supported them in the 
war.  Initial French victories, however, gave the Confederacy pause, and pushed them toward a 
position of neutrality.  As the British began to prevail, though, the Confederacy joined their 
side. 
 
This war, however, presaged divisions that would occur within the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy as conflicts with colonial settlers increased.  In the 1700s, many members of the 
Mohawk tribe were converted to Christianity and moved to Canada.   
 
When the French and Indian War began, members of the Mohawk tribe who still lived in New 
York State joined the British with the rest of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy.  But the 
members of the Mohawk tribe who had moved to Canada joined the French.  As a result, 
members of the same tribe could be fighting against each other.  Some French documents 
indicate that Mohawks made private agreements not to participate in battles that would pit 
them against other tribe members. [Information from Rebecca Beatrice Brooks, June 10, 2018, 
Who Fought in the French and Indian War? Available at 
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/who-fought-french-indian-war/.] 
 
VIII.  Dispossession of Haudenosaunee Lands 
 
After the French and Indian War, growing settlement in the colonies brought increasing conflict 
with Native Americans.  In 1768, English Colonial and Confederacy leaders met at Fort Stanwix 
to codify boundary lines between Native American and European lands.  This treaty did not, 
however, stop the flow of settlers onto Haudenosaunee land. 
 
The Revolutionary War continued the stress on the Confederacy that was evident during the 
French and Indian War.  Initially the Haudenosaunee were inclined to be neutral as they saw 
the conflict as a British civil war.   
 
As tensions increased, however, pressure mounted for the Haudenosaunee to choose sides.  
They were unable to arrive at a unified decision and in the end the Oneida and Tuscaroras 
fought with the Americans, and the other tribes assisted the British. 
 
The Treaty of Paris ended the Revolutionary War in 1783, but neither the Americans nor the 
British made any provision for their Native American allies.  This left the new U.S. government 
to negotiate a 1784 treaty with the Haudenosaunee. [Information from William Sawyer, 
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National Park Service, The Six Nations Confederacy During the American Revolution, available 
at: 
https://www.nps.gov/fost/learn/historyculture/the-six-nations-confederacy-during-the-
american-revolution.htm.] 
 
Significant events 
 
1779 Sullivan Clinton Campaign 

General George Washington ordered Generals Sullivan and Clinton and others to totally 
destroy and devastate Haudenosaunee settlements and to capture as many of them as 
possible.  The point of the campaign was to ruin the crops in the ground and prevent 
planting. 
 

1780 The Winter of Hunger 
Many Haudenosaunee fled to Fort Niagara where there was widespread disease and 
starvation. 

 
1783 Treaty of Paris 
 The British had promised to take care of their Native American allies, but they did not.   
 The British ceded all of their land east of the Mississippi to the United States. 
 
1784 Second Fort Stanwix Treaty 

This treaty negotiated new boundary lines.  In exchange Haudenosaunee education and 
health would be provided for. 
 

1786 Treaty of Fort Harmer 
Both Massachusetts and New York State claimed land in Western New York State.  
Massachusetts had land rights to land near Binghamton and Cayuga and Seneca 
territory.  This land was sold to settlers and then became part of NYS.  No 
Haudenosaunee were represented at these negotiations. 
 

1788 Sale of land to Phelps and Gorham 
A tract of land from Lake Ontario to Pennsylvania was sold to land speculators Phelps 
and Gorham, who later sold it to Robert Morris. 

 
1788 Sale of Onondaga land 

NYS engaged in unauthorized negotiations to buy most of the Onondaga’s land. 
 
1789 Military Tract 

A military tract in Central NY was set up to provide Revolutionary War veterans land in 
lieu of salaries.  No Haudenosaunee were present when this was approved. 
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1790 Federal Indian Trade and Intercourse Act (the Pickering Act) 
Required that all treaties and land deals involving Native Americans be approved by the 
Federal government. 

 
1793 Treaty of Onondaga 

NYS gains control of most of the rest of the Onondaga’s land; negotiations were in 
violation of the Pickering Act. 

 
1794 Treaty of Canandaigua 

Rights of the Senecas to land owned by the Holland Land Company and Robert Morris 
were terminated.  New boundary lines and reservations were established. 

 
1797 Treaty of Big Tree 

The Senecas sold a large parcel of their land, and were left with 11 small reservations in 
western New York.   

 
1813 Land Donation 

The Holland Land Company wanted to attract more settlers to its lands in western NY.  
They donate land to the Canal Commission to use for part of the Erie Canal. 
 

1826 Buffalo Creek Treaty 
The seat of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, and many refugees, had moved to the 
Buffalo Creek Reservation after the Sullivan Clinton Campaign of 1779.  The success of 
the Erie Canal meant that the City of Buffalo needed room to grow.  Again, in violation 
of past treaties, land was sold for Buffalo’s expansion.   

 
[Information from Camillus Erie Canal Park, Timeline of Haudenosaunee Land Dispossession to 
Clear the Route for the Erie Canal, available at 
http://www.eriecanalcamillus.com/images/school_tours/teacher_resources/Haudenosaunee_L
and_Dispossession%20_Timeline.pdf, see Appendix J; and Harnden, Whose Land? pp. 10-12] 
 
Other encroachments 
 
Various public projects and policies also eroded the land holdings and culture of the 
Confederacy tribes.   
 

• Kinzua Dam flooded land on the Allegheny Reservation in 1965. 
 

• Construction of I-86 took land from the Allegheny Reservation in 1964. 
 

• The Niagara Falls Power Project in 1960 displaced Tuscarora tribe members to build a 
reservoir.   
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• Thomas Indian School, after being taken over by the State Board of Charities in 1875, 
separated many children from their families and isolated them from their culture. 

 
• NYS Thruway took Seneca and Onondaga land. 

 
[Information from Harnden, Whose Land? pp. 10-12; and, Szczepaniec, Indigenous People of 
Western New York, pp. 9-10.] 
 
IX.  Current Information on Native Americans in Western New York 
 
Comprehensive information on Haudenosaunee land claims in New York State is available in 
Appendix G:  Harnden, Philip, Whose Land? An Introduction to Iroquois Land Claims in New York 
State, February 2000, American Friends Service Committee, Upper New York State Area Office, 
Syracuse NY.  Available at https://courses.cit.cornell.edu/govt313/lc/texts/whoseland.pdf. 
 
Current information on the location, size, and well-being of Haudenosaunee tribes is available 
in Appendix H:  H.  Szczepaniec, Kristin, Indigenous People of Western New York, February 2018, 
Fact Sheet published by Partnership for the Public Good.  Available at 
https://ppgbuffalo.org/files/documents/data-demographics-
history/indigenous_people_in_wny_final.pdf 
 
X.  Recommendations for Land Acknowledgment for the Presbytery of Genesee Valley 
 
Recommendation for future connections 
 
As noted in Section III., this research forms only the initial foundation for a statement of 
acknowledgment.  To realize the true purpose of such a statement, it is necessary to have a 
conversation and develop a relationship with the Seneca people. 
 
It would be helpful for Presbytery representatives to meet with Seneca members to discuss 
questions such as: 

 
A.  How do Seneca members acknowledge their predecessors when they open 
meetings? 
B.  Is this a format that the Presbytery could use? 
C.  How would the Senecas prefer to be acknowledged by groups like the Presbytery?   
D.  Specifically, what names should we use?  What is the correct pronunciation of these 
names and what is the correct notation of them, including punctuation?  E.g. We know 
the local Haudenosaunee tribe as the Senecas, but their name for themselves is 
Onondewagaono or Onondawahgah. 
D.  Are there steps beyond an acknowledgment that the Senecas would like to see 
Presbytery undertake? 
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Factors to consider in developing or choosing a statement 
 
Until such a conversation can occur or a relationship developed, there are possible statements 
that the Presbytery can use.  These differ in the level of detail they include.  Additional details 
can include items such as: 
 

• Respect for elders. 
• Stewardship of the land. 
• The manner in which the current occupants came to own the land. 

 
It is possible to start with a simple statement and modify it over time as relationships develop 
and research is refined.  
 
An important consideration for the Presbytery is the size of the region our governing body 
covers.  If we use a statement that is consistent at all Presbytery functions, the level of detail 
needs to be appropriate for the whole area represented.  This would mean, for example, that 
we might not want to mention specific treaties as there would be a number of them that cover 
all of the dispossessions that occurred in this region. 
 
Another consideration is whether to limit acknowledgement to the most recent occupants of 
the land – the Senecas – or to include previous tribes that were displaced or eradicated in the 
Beaver Wars.  In the examples below, I have included all 4 tribes.  The presence of the other 
three tribes is well-documented, and my preference was for completeness of acknowledgment. 
 
I have named the Wenrohronon as the Wenro People, as a number of my sources shortened 
their name this way.  If we are able to contact descendants of this tribe, they will be able to 
express their preference and provide correct pronunciation if needed. 
 
Possible statements of land acknowledgment 
 
The following examples and suggestions are based on those found in Honor Native Land: A 
Guide and Call to Acknowledgment, pp. 6-7, Appendix B. 
 
A.  “We acknowledge that we are on the traditional land of the Wenro, Erie, Susquehannock, 
and Seneca People.” 
 
B.  “I would like to acknowledge that this meeting is being held on the traditional lands of the 
Wenro, Erie, Susquehannock, and Seneca People, and pay my respects to elders both past and 
present.” 
 
C.  “I want to respectfully acknowledge the Wenro, Erie, Susquehannock, and Seneca People, 
who have stewarded this land throughout the generations.” 
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D.  “We would like to begin by acknowledging that the land on which we gather is the 
improperly ceded territory of the Seneca people, whose lands also include the ancestral 
territory of the Wenro, Erie, and Susquehannock Peoples.” 
 
E.  “Every community owes its existence and vitality to generations from around the world who 
contributed their hopes, dreams, and energy to making the history that led to this moment.  
Some were brought here against their will; some were drawn to leave their distant homes in 
hope of a better life; and, some have lived on this land for more generations than can be 
counted.  Truth and acknowledgment are critical to building mutual respect and connection 
across all barriers of heritage and difference.  We begin this effort to acknowledge what has 
been buried by honoring the truth.  We are standing on the ancestral lands of the Wenro, Erie, 
Susquehannock, and Seneca People.  We pay respects to their elders past and present and 
honor their stewardship of this land.  Please take a moment to consider the many legacies of 
violence, displacement, migration, and settlement that bring us together here today.  And, 
please join us in uncovering such truths at any and all public events.” 
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Appendices 
 
A.  The Churches and Worship Ministries of the Presbytery of Genesee Valley 
 
B.  Honor Native Land:  A Guide and Call to Acknowledgment, n.d., U.S. Department of Arts and 
Culture, available at https://usdac.us/nativeland. 
 
C.  Adirondacks: Native Americans, n.d., National Park Service, North Country National Scenic 
Trail, available at https://www.nps.gov/articles/adirondacks-native-americans.htm. 
 
D.  Native American Netroots: The Ancestors of the Iroquois, January 6, 2012, available at 
https://nativeamericannetroots.net/diary/1219. 
 
E.  Map of Western New York tribes from https://native-land.ca/. 
 
F.  Johansen, Bruce E., Dating the Iroquois Confederacy, Fall 1995, Akwesasne Notes New Series, 
Volume 1, 3 & 4, pp. 62-63; available at 
https://ratical.org/many_worlds/6Nations/DatingIC.html. 
 
G.  Harnden, Philip, Whose Land? An Introduction to Iroquois Land Claims in New York State, 
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