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We open this space with reverence and respect for the work we are undertaking by acknowledging that 
the land where we are situated is the seized territory of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, which 
includes the Seneca, Cayuga, Onondaga, Oneida, Mohawk, and Tuscarora Nations.  We pay respect to 
their elders past and present, and will take a moment to consider the many legacies of violence, 
displacement, migration, and settlement that enable us to be here together today.  We are encouraged 
to work toward partnership with our indigenous brothers and sisters with a spirit of reconciliation and 
collaboration and address the historic injustices toward Indigenous peoples harmed by the Presbyterian 
Church and other religious institutions and their exercise of the doctrine of discovery. 
 
This starts with acknowledging the 2017 PC(USA) formal apology to Native Americans in Alaska, 
especially to those who were and are part of the ‘stolen generations’ during the Indian-assimilation 
movement, namely former students of Indian boarding schools, their families and their communities. 
 
Building on that apology we commit to also 1) address the historic injustices by reviewing the list of 
Presbyterian-affiliated Native American Schools so that we understand the church’s complicity with the 
Doctrine of Discovery in different states and mission, 2) identifying those harmed, and 3) collaborating 
to help heal, reconcile and provide reparations to those harmed. 
 
We should collaborate with National and local spiritual and faith communities to ensure that our 
lectionary and teachings explains and explores what it means to: 1) repudiate the doctrine of discovery, 
2) support our local indigenous brothers and sisters, and 3) rethink our relationship with each other, our 
community, and the environment where we live as well as globally. 
 
 “Action on behalf of life transforms. Because the relationship between self and the world is reciprocal, it is not a 
question of first getting enlightened or saved and then acting. As we work to heal the earth, the earth heals us.” 
 

Robin Wall Kimmerer,  
Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom,  

Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants 
 


