
PRAYER PROFILE:  RURAL AND MIGRANT MINISTRY – Lyons, N.Y. 
 
I first became aware of Rural and Migrant Ministry (RMM) many years ago, when I was invited by RMM to a potluck 
dinner with farmworkers at a home/dormitory in Elba, N.Y. It was a remarkable gathering because people who 
KNEW about each other finally had a chance to TALK with each other. And talk we did. One farm laborer asked me 
bluntly, “why do people hate us?” I explained that many believe immigrant farm workers take jobs from U.S. 
citizens. He scoffed and asserted that in his years in the fields he had never met a farm laborer with immigration 
“papers.” “If we don’t do this work, no one else will, and there will no food!” Many thanks to RMM for helping me 
break through the invisibility that surrounds the vital workers in our communities who put food on our tables.   
     
Since 1981 RMM has been doing important work to replace this invisibility 
with respect and appreciation through a bold public witness involving 
outreach to farm workers, advocating for their needs, and building bridges 
of understanding and support between these workers and their 
communities. Over the years the Presbytery of Genesee Valley has given 
significant support to RMM through mission grants. 
       
I recently spoke to the Rev. Richard Witt, RMM director, about the prayers 
our Presbyterian congregations could offer in support of RMM and the 
workers who live and labor in many of our communities: 

 

• Prayers for farm workers who are very low on the priority list for medical care, 
especially vaccines during the pandemic. Even the act of seeking a vaccine gives 
workers fear of exposure to arrest and deportation.    

• Prayers for the children of farm workers who are feeling deeply discouraged and 
disheartened due to pandemic isolation. Needed mental health care is not easily 
available. A significant number of high school students are dropping out of school 
due to lack of internet technology in the home (needed for virtual learning) and 
increased family pressure to work during hard times. Outreach to the older 
children of farmworkers is a key part of RMM’s effort to build leadership, so 
Richard is especially concerned about this challenging development.  

• Prayers of appreciation for many allies who worked together with farm workers 
to secure Green Light legislation that allows immigrant workers to secure driver 
licenses and to legally register and insure their vehicles, and for the successful 
adoption of the Farm Laborers Fair Labor Practices legislation.     

• Prayers that we will all nurture the capacity to meet our neighbors and hear   
their stories. 

 
 
 

Rural and Migrant Ministry 
 

Main Office 
Address: PO Box 475, Cornwall on Hudson, NY 12520 
Phone: 845-485-8627 

Wayne County office Liturgia Rural Worker Education Center 
Address: 7 Phelps Street, Lyons, NY 14489 
Phone: 315-871-4031 

Website:  http://ruralmigrantministry.org/ 
Director:  The Rev. Richard Witt 

 

Thanks to Jim Renfrew, Relationships Working Group, for preparing this profile. 
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