
PRAYER PROFILE:  Judicial Process Commission 
 
Prayer Profiles have generally centered on our congregations, but this profile marks another dimension in our 
prayers—the programs and agencies we support through our Presbytery mission budget—missions that save lives! 
 
The Judicial Process Commission (JPC) has a 50-year history of working for the 
benefit of people entangled in the legal system. The larger part of their recent 
work has focused on “re-entry,” helping those currently incarcerated to re-
enter society on solid footing. Presbytery funds support the “New Journey” 
project, specifically aimed at assisting women, along with their children, as 
they re-enter the world. This work is about forming relationships, building 
trust, educating, counseling, all relying on a team of volunteers who serve as 
mentors and problem solvers.  
 

Re-entry means finding a place to live, clothing to wear, and jobs, while securing a variety of documents, re-uniting 
with families and children, and many other challenges. Re-entry happens inside the jail prior to release and in the 
community after release. So, prayers of thanksgiving for all who have dedicated their time to this important work, 
staff at the jail who allow it to happen, and especially the incarcerated who dare to dream again after many 
previous defeats.  

      
Director Sue Porter reports good news for JPC: 
 

▪ $49,000 grant received from the Mother Cabrini Foundation  
▪ Causewaves is providing strategic planning support via a grant from the 

   Rochester Area Community Foundation 
▪ Knights of Columbus supplied winter coats  
▪ Pirate Toy Fund helped with gifts for children 
▪ NYS Assemblyman Bronson asked PJC to gather re-entry agencies  

statewide to educate state legislators about the importance of                  
re-entry programs 

▪ A new JPC web site has been developed 
 

So please offer prayers of appreciation for the responsiveness and generosity of the community groups that 
enable this important work to move forward. 
 

The challenges during COVID-19 are obvious—working with people disconnected from 
their families, friends, and the wider society at the precise time that such connections 
are so critical. Recently, the rate of infection in the jail has been increasing; 70 
incarcerated people and 60 jail staff have had to go into isolation, so visits are all but 
impossible, jail staff have their hands full, and due to health and safety concerns, the 
pool of volunteers is smaller. Even routine activities like transporting people released 
from jail require a higher level of safety precautions for staff and volunteers. 
Thankfully, JPC has been able to get the expertise and equipment needed to use Zoom 
for critical contacts with those inside and outside of the jail.   
 

So prayers of amazement that our partner JPC has the resourcefulness to overcome 
these challenges while undertaking the most difficult work anywhere—saving lives! 
 

Judicial Process Commission    Rikki Allison, Service Coordinator 
1921 Norton Street (Waring Baptist Church)      Dorothy Chung, Mentor Coordinator 
Rochester, NY  14609     Cynthia Consaul, LCSW-R, Case Manager 
Telephone:  585-325-7727    Jeanette Gartland, Creighton, LMSW, CASAC, Case Manager 

E-Mail:  info@rocjpc.org    Annette Monstream, Service Coordinator 
Web Site:  http://www.rocjpc.org    Sue Porter, Executive Director 
 

     Thank you to Rev. Jim Renfrew, Relationships Working Group, for preparing this profile. 
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