
 

Genesee Valley Toolbox is a continuing, occasional series of support for Sessions in the 

Presbytery of Genesee Valley as we develop, adopt, implement, and update our Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.)-mandated policies regarding sexual misconduct and child and youth 

protection, and our New York State-mandated workplace sexual harassment policies.   

The series offers practical information, recommends best practices, and identifies reliable 

sources on numerous topics.  The intent is to deepen our knowledge, encourage our right 

behaviors, and achieve important outcomes. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Genesee Valley Toolbox for Session Sexual Misconduct Policies 
 

Editions of the Toolbox series are posted on the PGV website in the Committee on Ministry 

section:  https://pbygenval.org/committees/committee-on-ministry/sexual-misconduct-

policies-resources/genesee-valley-toolbox/   Pass this link to your Session, your pastors and 

ministers, your church’s leaders, and those who work with your children and youth. 
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Topical resources for Session policies 

or education & training, or a study group, or… 

 

MULTIPLE TOPICS WHICH ARE ADDRESSED IN A SINGLE SOURCE 

It is a rare to find a religious journal which devotes an entire issue to the theme of the abuse 

of minors in the context of congregation.  It’s a gift.  The gift is doubled when the authors 

represent multiple disciplines and perspectives.  The gift is tripled when their articles 

contain numerous references allowing us to pursue the specific topic in greater depth.  Here 

is a triple gift.  All articles can be accessed by using the link in the blue box below. 

 

Journal title Currents in Theology and Mission [published by Lutheran School of 
Theology at Chicago & Wartburg Theological Seminary], 45(3, July). 

Issue theme Child Abuse and the Church: Prevention, Pastoral Care, and Healing.   

Link to use for 
accessing articles 

https://www.currentsjournal.org/index.php/currents/issue/view/53
/45  

 

Topic Sexualized behaviors in children and youth:  When should / shouldn’t we be 

concerned?  Do we ignore?  How do we keep from over-reacting? 

Author, 

title, pages 

Vieth, Victor I. (2018). Recognizing and responding to developmentally 

appropriate and inappropriate sexual behaviors of children.  [pages 50-55] 

Note Vieth has prosecuted criminal cases of sexual abuse.  He recently completed a 

seminary degree.  He is one of the most frequently requested speakers in the 

annual education event of Bivona Child Advocacy Center, Rochester, NY.   

 

Topic When children experience abuse and its accompanying trauma, how is 

religious and spiritual development affected? 

Author, 

title, pages 

Russell, Amy. (2018). The spiritual impact of child abuse and exploitation: 

What research tells us.  [pages 14-19] 

Note The footnotes include extensive citation of clinical research studies.   

 

Topic Are a congregation’s hospitality and safety incompatible principles in the context 
of persons who are registered sex offenders? 

Author, 

title, pages 

Jensen, Cory Jewell. (2018). Understanding and working with adult sex 
offenders in the church.  [pages 36-40] 

Note The footnotes include extensive citation of clinical research studies.   

 

https://www.currentsjournal.org/index.php/currents/issue/view/53/45
https://www.currentsjournal.org/index.php/currents/issue/view/53/45
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Topic What are some core elements to include in a church’s child protection policy? 

Author, 

title, pages 

Berkovits, Shira M. (2018). Preventing abuse in Christian organizations that 
serve youth: Ten policies to create safer environments.  [pages 20-22] 

Note Very briefly described.  Opening paragraph presents a strong multi-point 
rationale for a child protection policy.   

 

Topic What 4 abuse preventive measures must happen for faith communities to become 
safe for children and youth?  

Author, 

title, pages 

Feigh, Alison. (2018). In the footsteps of Mary and Joseph: The role of adult and 
child education in the prevention of abuse.  [pages 23-26] 

Note Feigh is with the Jacob Wetterling Resource Center, which is now part of the 
Zero Abuse Project based in St. Paul, MN. 

 

 

SOURCES ON THE TOPIC OF A CHURCH CONDUCTING ITS OWN INVESTIGATION 
OF THE ALLEGED SEXUAL ABUSE OF A CHILD OR A YOUTH 

Why this topic?  Some churches in the Presbytery use Session policies requiring the church to 
conduct its own investigation when an incident of sexual abuse of a minor is discovered.  The 
following offer ways to reconsider the wisdom of that practice. 

Resource Tchividjian, Basyle J. (2018). Responding with excellence to an allegation of 

sexual abuse within the church. Currents in Theology and Mission, 45(3, 

July):41-44. 

Access https://www.currentsjournal.org/index.php/currents/issue/view/53/45 

Note Tchividjian has prosecuted criminal cases of sexual abuse. 

 

Resource Newlin, Chris, Steele, Linda Cordisco, Chamberlain, Andra, et al. (2015, 

September). Child Forensic Interviewing: Best Practices. Juvenile Justice 

Bulletin. Laurel, MD: Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 

Office of Justice Programs, U. S. Department of Justice, 1-18. 

Access https://www.nationalcac.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Child-Forensic-

Interviewing-Best-Practices.pdf  

Note Compare the capacity of a church’s leadership to investigate a case with this 

national perspective on standards for interviewing a child. 

 

Resource Zamzow. Jen. (2018). [Speaking Out section] Should churches handle sexual 

abuse allegations internally? Christianity Today, (posted February 2. 

Access https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2018/february-web-only/should-churches-

handle-sexual-abuse-investigations-internal.html 

Note Prompted by a case involving a senior high youth group member.   
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