
 

Genesee Valley Toolbox is a continuing, occasional series of support for Sessions in the 

Presbytery of Genesee Valley as they develop, adopt, implement, and update their 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)-mandated policies regarding sexual misconduct and child and 

youth protection, and their New York State-mandated workplace sexual harassment policies.  

The series offers practical information, recommends best practices, and identifies reliable 

sources on numerous topics.  The intent is to deepen knowledge, encourage right behaviors, 

and achieve important outcomes. 

 

Presbytery of Genesee Valley         #12 in a series (2021, April) 

Brief Updates: 
Items with Relevance for Session Policies 

Genesee Valley Toolbox for 
Session Sexual Misconduct Policies 

The Very, Very Human Story Behind 

One of the Most Recent Changes to the Book of Order 

One way a wise Session ensures that its Sexual Misconduct Policy is up-to-date is by being aware of 

relevant changes to the Rules of Discipline section of the Book of Order.  [Yes, reading the Rules of 

Discipline is a lot like reading the laws in Leviticus which governed the people of Israel.  Yes, both 

are tedious, but, no, neither set of laws exist as ends in themselves.  Both are a means for people 

who believe in God to preserve the well-being of their community, preventively and after acts of 

sin are committed.]  The last relevant change to the Book of Order is a provision that allows holding 

accountable persons who knew, or reasonably should have known, of the risk of sexual abuse to 

others, or failed to take reasonable steps to minimize the risk.  (Details are on the following page.)   

There is another dimension to this story which is not embodied in the text in the Rules of 

Discipline.  The first link below is the first person account by Rev. Kris Schondelmeyer who was 

sexually assaulted as a minor in a PC(U.S.A.)-sponsored national event for youth.  Kris describes his 

struggle to seek justice through the assumption of responsibility and accountability for what could 

have been prevented.  The last two links below are accounts of the successful struggle to amend 

the Rules of Discipline.  There are lessons here for all of us. 

▪ http://www.ecclesio.com/2017/09/searching-safe-sacred-space-kris-schondelmeyer/ 

▪ https://pres-outlook.org/2018/06/on-the-way-to-ga-building-metoo-accountability-into-pcusa-policy/  

▪ https://pres-outlook.org/2016/06/assembly-approves-child-protection-policy/  

http://www.ecclesio.com/2017/09/searching-safe-sacred-space-kris-schondelmeyer/
https://pres-outlook.org/2018/06/on-the-way-to-ga-building-metoo-accountability-into-pcusa-policy/
https://pres-outlook.org/2016/06/assembly-approves-child-protection-policy/
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The Book of Order, current edition 2019-2023 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 224th General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, which met in June, 

2020, acted to refer all matters with constitutional 

implications to the 225th gathering in 2023.   

As a practical consequence, the 2019-2021 edition of 

the Book of Order continues as the effective edition until 

then.  The Book of Order is available as a free download 

from the Church: 

https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/OGA19010/book

-of-order-20192021-download.aspx  

 

 

Book of Order, Rules of Discipline, D-10.0401 
 

 
 

 

For the polity history of this amendment to the Book of Order, see the action of the 223rd 

General Assembly (2018) regarding Item 06-24 as described in the Annotated Edition of 

the Book of Order: 

http://index.pcusa.org/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates$fn=default.htm  

After approval by the General Assembly, the proposed amendment was approved by an 

overwhelming majority of the presbyteries, and took effect in 2019.  See the voting record 

for 18-H.2. as reported June 17, 2019, by the Office of the General Assembly: 

https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/061719_ga_voting_report_to

tals_combined.pdf  

https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/OGA19010/book-of-order-20192021-download.aspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/OGA19010/book-of-order-20192021-download.aspx
http://index.pcusa.org/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates$fn=default.htm
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/061719_ga_voting_report_totals_combined.pdf
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/061719_ga_voting_report_totals_combined.pdf
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What is Bivona Child Advocacy Center? 

▪ A team of trained professionals from Child 
Protective Services, law enforcement, 
medicine, clinical therapy, child 
advocacy, and volunteers.  Serves 
children who have been abused and their 
families.  Based in Monroe County.  

▪ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=us0JI
P3ny_M&feature=emb_imp_woyt 

▪ https://www.bivonacac.org/facts-
statistics  

 What is Bivona’s Child Abuse Summit? 

Founded in 2009, the Summit is an 
annual continuing education conference 
for people who care about child abuse.  
Presenters include prominent keynoters 
and internationally-, nationally-, and 
locally-recognized experts.  Summit is 
the largest opportunity of its kind east of 
the Mississippi River.  The 2021 Summit 
offers live and on-demand sessions. 

 

Learning opportunities for congregations, Elders, Deacons, Christian Educators, Pastors 

Keynote:  Elizabeth Smart.  “Overcoming Adversity.”  Abducted as a child, her case was 
followed nationally; she is an activist and advocate for recovery programs and prevention.  
Her faith was a source which sustained her during her captivity. 

Leander James.  “Clergy Abuse and the Law: Northwest Jesuit Case Study.”  Lessons 
from a lawsuit involving 530 survivors in 5 states who were abused as children in their 
churches.  Discussion includes:  common attributes of religious abusers, methods use to 
target vulnerable children, misguided motives and reasoning behind religious leaders’ 
enablement and cover-up, and survivors path to recovery.  Parallels will be drawn to cases 
in New York, including Rochester.  James is a lawyer. 

Victor Vieth.  “When Faith Hurts: Effective Multi-Disciplinary Team Responses to the 
Spiritual Impact of Child Maltreatment.”  Presents research regarding the spiritual issues 
and religious questions of children who have been maltreated, and offer strategies for how 
to address the concerns and how to work collaboratively with faith communities.  Vieth is 
Chief Program Officer for Research and Education, for the Zero Abuse Project, a former 
prosecutor, and holds an MA degree in theology. 

For complete information and registration: 
https://web.cvent.com/event/17682ca0-0ab1-4862-b048-90c3d728e5e4/summary  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=us0JIP3ny_M&feature=emb_imp_woyt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=us0JIP3ny_M&feature=emb_imp_woyt
https://www.bivonacac.org/facts-statistics
https://www.bivonacac.org/facts-statistics
https://web.cvent.com/event/17682ca0-0ab1-4862-b048-90c3d728e5e4/summary
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Discover the new, friendlier, and more effective display of 

“Sexual Misconduct Polices & Resources” 

on the Presbytery of Genesee Valley website. * 

https://pbygenval.org/committees/committee-on-ministry/sexual-misconduct-

policies-resources/ 
 

* Thank you, Lisa Bennett, PGV Communications Coordinator 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Genesee Valley Toolbox for Session Sexual Misconduct Policies 
 

The editions of the Toolbox series are posted on the PGV website in the dedicated 

folder of the Committee on Ministry: https://pbygenval.org/committees/committee-

on-ministry/sexual-misconduct-policies-resources/genesee-valley-toolbox/  

Pass this link to your Ruling Elders on your Session, to your church’s leaders, and to 

those who work with your children and youth. 

 

 
 

https://pbygenval.org/committees/committee-on-ministry/sexual-misconduct-policies-resources/
https://pbygenval.org/committees/committee-on-ministry/sexual-misconduct-policies-resources/
https://pbygenval.org/committees/committee-on-ministry/sexual-misconduct-policies-resources/genesee-valley-toolbox/
https://pbygenval.org/committees/committee-on-ministry/sexual-misconduct-policies-resources/genesee-valley-toolbox/

