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SOULPRINTS & Missional Relationships 
 

We know what a footprint looks like.  We follow the imprints of a child’s steps in 

the beach sand, or in the muddy trail across the kitchen floor in summer.  We 

lengthen our stride to match the indentations of a brave pedestrian’s bold path 

through the deep snow.  The ridges and grooves of a newborn infant’s feet are 

afixed to a birth record as a biomarker of identity.  We know footprints.  

We also know what a fingerprint looks like.  The ridges and furrows and loops and 

arches are clearly visible without the aid of a lens.  Look at your thumb.  The basic 

characteristics persist; they do not change over time.  We teach children in Sunday 

School that God made them unique and special – no one else has fingerprints like 

theirs.  We know fingerprints. 
 

 

 

It’s just a matter of time 

before we all know what a 

digital scan of our iris looks 

like.  Will we call it irisprint? 

However, do we know what 

a soulprint looks like?  We 

boldly answer:  Missional 

congregations do! 

 

? 
 

Covington United Presbyterian Church 
Pavilion 

First Presbyterian Church 
Batavia 

First Presbyterian Church 
Pittsford 

First Presbyterian Church 
Chili 

Central Presbyterian Church 
Geneseo 
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TRACING THE PRESENCE OF A SOULPRINT…    

 

Where are the tangible signs of a soulprint?  
What is the measureable evidence which 
allows us to detect the presence of a 
soulprint?  Our first cues are from scripture. 

As word about Jesus spread throughout 

Judea, the disciples of John the Baptist 

reported to him what people were 

saying about Jesus.  John sent two of his 

disciples to ask directly of Jesus, “Are 

you the one who is to come, or are we 

to wait for another?”  Jesus answered 

them, “Go and tell John what you have 

seen and heard: the blind receive their 

sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, the poor have good news 

brought to them.”  Luke 7 (NRSV) 

Jesus could have responded with a simple 
“yes,” but instead pointed to people in need 
whom he had met, and to the outcomes in 
their lives as a result of their relationships.  
Soulprints are enduring signs of God’s Spirit 
moving through our encounters with others. 
 

New Testament one-anothering 

This focus on others in need is found 
throughout Paul’s letters to the first Christian 
communities.  To two of those congregations 
he offers instruction and guidance: 

“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 

with those who weep.”  Romans 12:15 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in 

this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”  

Galations 6:2 

 

It is through this one-anothering that 

soulprints are left.  We trace these missional 

outcomes through signs of changed lives. 

Dorothy Cotton left soulprints 

In June, 2018, Dorothy Cotton (1930-2018) 
was remembered by family, friends, and 
colleagues at a memorial service at the 
Africana Studies and Research Center, 
Cornell University, Ithaca, NY. 1, 2  In the 
1960s, she was part of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s inner circle at the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, Atlanta, GA, 
serving as Educational Director.  1982-1991, 
she worked in Ithaca as Cornell’s student 
activities director. 

 

“Throughout the funeral, Cotton was 

remembered in various ways, including… 

her efforts to continue social justice work.  

She was also remembered as a person who 

honored others, for her role as an educator, 

for her passion and interest in helping 

young people, for how she would invite 

and entertain peole over dinner, her 

religious faith, and especially for her love of 

music and singing.”  A longtime friend who 

spoke said, “There are people who do 

come into our lives and quitely go.  Others, 

like Dorothy, came into our lives gently, 

feisty, magnificantly.  She came into our 

lives and left footprints, handprints and 

soulprints.  She came into our lives and we 

are never, never the same.” 3 
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MISSIONAL CONGREGATIONS LEAVE SOULPRINTS…    

 

First Presbyterian Church, Batavia 

Do you remember this Team’s honest and hopeful 
presentation at our first case study last January, entitled, 
“From Charity to Partnership with Jackson School”?  They 
described the congregation’s gradual, but significant, 
movement away from social mission projects in which their  
volunteers had no contact with the people they were serving.  This trajectory was paired with 
their movement toward active, ongoing relationships that are consistent with their newly 
adopted mission statement:  Transforming lives by sharing the love of God in our communities.  
The centerpiece of that effort was their new partnership with Jackson Primary School.  At the 
end of the first year of the partnership, First Presbyterian received a letter.4 

 

“You will know them by their fruits,” was the measurement Jesus used to discern the true and 
the false prophets.  Matthew 7:15-16  When it is the Jackson people attesting to the fruit of the 
Batavia volunteers’ effort, we know this missional project has left soulprints.   
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AND SOULPRINTS ARE LEFT ON MISSIONAL VOLUNTEERS… 

 
The following were also written at the end of Batavia’s first year of the Partnership.5 
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THE LESSON OF SOULPRINTS AND MISSIONAL VOLUNTEERS… 
 

Recall our workshop on missional motivation, particularly the survey you conducted with your 
volunteers regarding the benefits they receive by participating in a specific social mission project.  
Recall that one set of questions was about the benefit of seeing the social mission team’s impact 
through improvements in a situation and/or lives of the people served.  By the grace of God’s 
economy (“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35), Batavia’s experience confirms 
that when volunteers are in missional relationships, which are personal, mutual, and reciprocal, 
they leave soulprints on others, and soulprints are left with them.   
 

RECIPROCAL SOULPRINTS ARE NOT UNIQUE TO BATAVIA… 
 

First Presbyterian Church, Chili 

Do you remember his humbled sense of gratitude as Andy Atwater described the opportunity to 
serve people in Honduras?  This came through in his Team’s presentation at our third case study 
workshop, entitled, “Vision4Camasca.”  Chili chose to break its pattern of one-and-done biennial 
adult mission trips to a different site every time.  Rather, they chose to return in March, 2018, to 
Camasca, a village in the Intibuca region of Honduras, where they had last sent a team.  Chili now 
wanted to establish long-term relationships, work in ways that benefitted the local economy, and 
draw upon local resources.  They partnered with local Honduran groups, officials, and agencies to 
offer eye health care through screenings, distribution of eyeglasses, and clinical referrals. 6, 7 

 
 

Dan Wooten assessing a girl’s eyes. Andy Atwater conducting an eye exam. 

There was a poignant break in Andy’s voice as he described the utter amazement and 
unrestrained joy of a boy with an undiagnosed vision problem who was matched with 
prescription glasses for the first time and could suddenly see clearly.  The palpable soulprint left 
on that child was matched by the palpable soulprint left on Andy. 
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MISSIONAL CONGREGATIONS LEAVE SOULPRINTS…    

 
 
When our social mission projects move beyond the Charity step, and our volunteers enter into 
relationships with the people whom they are serving, our capacity for leaving soulprints 
increases dramatically.  As your project moves from left to right on the Continuum, your 
soulprints become more vivid and distinct.  Take it from the experts at Batavia and Chili! 
 
 

5-Step Missional Continuum: Charity to Development 

(Workshop 7) 
 

 
Charity Relationship 

Charity 

Bonding 

Development 

Bridging 

Development 

Community 

Development 

 outcome  outcome  outcome  outcome  outcome  

Development 

outcomes  

Crisis relief is 

provided 

Personhood is 

recognized 

Isolation is 

overcome 

People are 

connected 

People are 

self-sufficient 

 
 
When our missional teams ensure that our volunteers understand appreciate the difference our 
projects are making, and can experience that reality through their relationships with the people 
served, our capacity for leaving soulprints increases dramatically.  Take it from the experts at 
Batavia and Chili! 
 

Motivating & Sustaining Missional Teams 

(Workshop 5) 

 
 

Activate  

Faith-

informed 

Individuals 
 

 

Activate 

Missional 

Team 

Support 

Activate Missional 

Team Impact 
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Ecology of Missional Culture 

Connect this topic to your Team’s study of: 

 Workshop 5 – Missional Motivation (Team Impact) 

 Workshop 7 – From Toxic Charity to Development 

 
 
 

 
Do you have a topic you would like to see explored? 

 

Do you have a question other Pilot Teams are asking, too? 

 

Let us know!    cityrevRochester@gmail.com   727-2676 (cell) 

 
 
 

 

Be looking ahead!  (Proverbs 14:8) 

We’re searching for a date to convene 

Pilot Congregations Support Workshop # 4 

We’re ready for another Team’s case report! 

Date & place to be arranged. 

 
 
 

“…to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 

for building up the body of Christ…” 

Ephesians 4:12 

 

mailto:cityrevRochester@gmail.com

