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March 12,2022

Cheryl Battaglia, financialad min@pbyqenval, orq
Presbytery of Genesee Valley,
1049 Wegman Road
Rochester, NY 14624 [
Subject New Life Grant - WPC Report

Dear Cheryl,

I am submitting our report for the New Life Grant that was awarded to the Webster
Presbyterian Church in July 2021. I am pleased to report that good use was made of
the $500 grant. The attached project summary was prepared by Alissa Mayer who
prepared the grant application and managed the projects that were funded by the grant.
It is important to point out that this grant encouraged us to also use church operating
funds to improve the quality of our virtual worship streaming services on You Tube and
Facebook in addition to the projects specifically funded by the grant.

Please thank the Healthy Congregations Team for providing this grant.

Faithfully,

Tony Hubbard

Clerk of Session

Webster Presbyterian ChurchssO Webster Road . Webster, New York 14580
(585) 265-9700 . Fax: (585) 265-1837 web site'websterpres.org



WEBSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEW LIFE GRANT REPORT

The report is submitted in a question and answer format. WPC thanks the Healthier
Congregations Team of the Presbytery of Genesee Valley for providing this grant.

What were you hoping to accomplish?

ln our grant application, we stated, "WPC is committed to becoming a church that
provides ongoing virtual access to the congregation and greater community for all WPC
events." Specifically we intended to reach >20 participants virtually for weekly Sunday
worship, and have consistently reached >25 participants virtually using YouTube and
Facebook.

We also intended to minimize the physical number of people, yet strengthen the impact of
the technology support by having <5 people engaged in providing the technology access
to Sunday worship services and community events. Currently there are 3 people actively
serving to provide live streamed services for worship and WPC events.

\|/ho was touched by your project or program?

Our WPC members that have moved away or are unable to get to the buitding on
Sundays are blessed to be able to connect and worship each Sunday.

WPC members and their extended family and friends are able to receive the blessing of
connecting with WPC for community events such as funerals, bell concerts, and an organ
recital.

More than 1000 community members received the message, "Merry Christmas" at the
Webster Village White Christmas Parade and responded with waves, "Merry Christmas",
and whispers of, "Look at the nativity, l'm so glad to see a church here,"

How did this grant energize or transform your congregation or community?

WPC members continue to be blessed with updates and excitement through the use of
live streaming of church related events and activities:

The Webster Village White Christmas Parade brought WPC and Jesus' birth to the
community. Then the nativity float was set up in front of the church by the Trustees so the
community would see it and continue to feel the connection of WPC with the greater
community.

The Alleluia Bell Choir shares concerts throughout the year and the live stream
capabilities made these possible to be viewed by family members and congregation
members from more than 5 states

WPC's new organist, Katherine Jollitf, a student from Eastman School of Music and
resident of lndiana, provided our community with praise and highlight of the gift of music
through sharing our organ via a community recital. At least 14 people joined this recital
through live streaming. Her outreach has provided for a new group of substitute
musicians and additional connections to WPC through the Eastman community.

ln January, WPC received an Adult education Mission update from Kenya. While there is
work to be done to be interactive, we were able to connect overseas and see the people
supported by our mission outreach.



What did you learn from this project and what obstacles did you experience?

Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them,
so that everyone may see your progress. 1 Timothy 4:15

Change takes time - and while we have started the live stream activities this year, we are
eager to get into the community physically and invite others to join us, in person or
virtually. We will highlight our live stream capabilities through the banners we plan to
prominently display during our participation at community events. We continue to reflect
on how to connect and engage with virtual participants and community members.

What are your next steps?

lsaiah 54:2 reminds us,

"Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent cuftains wide, do not hold back;
lengthen your cords, strengthen yaur sfakes. For you will spread out to the right
and to the left;"

WPC plans to continue to engage with the community and get back into physical
presence with community events at places like Phillips Village residential community and
Challenger Field. The Join Us banners will be prominently displayed and hopefully
increase the number of virtual participants at weekly worship.

Session is exploring a paid position to support the 3 people who are currently providing
the technology live streaming.

Please share a story of where you saw God in this project.

ln December, Elena Bernardi from the Webster Business Council, shared this email with
participants in the Webster Village White Christmas Parade, "As I sit here and reflect on
all that went wrong and all that went right yesterday for the White Christmas celebration
and the Parade of Lights, I find that I am humbled by the generosity of a very special
community. Yesterday's events showed a community united for a common purpose...to
bring joy to others. This event reached people from newborns to senior citizens...what a

community we live in!"

What a blessing that WPC was able to be in the front of the parade route with the bells
and chimes playing "Away in a Manger" while at least 10 congregation members dressed
as shepherds, kings and angels were shouting, "Merry Christmas" to the crowd, who
shouted back, "Merry Christmas" and waved! WPC was truly among God's people doing
God's work, and that is exactly how it should be.

Here are pictures of our float from the Christmas Parade of Lights in Webster and the new
banners that have been purchased to announce WPC to the community.
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