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Presbytery of Genesee Valley 

2021 Community Agency Grant Project Report 

Los Samaritanos (Good Samaritans) 
      

As in previous years, the main mission of our project was to provide 

assistance to people who were released from the Federal Detention 

Center in Batavia. The assistance took the form of food, clothing, 

shelter, transportation and travel necessities. In addition, they were 

given personal attention by our volunteers who provided 

compassionate interaction through non-judgmental listening and 

responding. Each applying the Biblical understanding of “hospitality” 

in welcoming the “strangers” among us. In addition, it was not out of 

the ordinary for participants to ask for prayer as they prepared for 

the next step in their journey. When needed we also provided the 

means for communication with family members, lawyers, agencies, 

and others. 

      

Each of the volunteers brings with them their own set of skills they 

can apply to the process. For example, several are bi-lingual. If they 

are not responding directly, they make themselves available by 

phone. I personally have a counseling background and have assisted 

people in sorting out their emotions, etc. as they leave the prison 

environment and begin the next phase of their lives. 

     

Since we began in 2019 and as of this writing, we have served 417 

individuals, age range from 18 to mid-60’s.  

     

As I have mentioned in past reports, the grant was not only a benefit 

to those we served, but through interaction with the community at 

large it allowed others to join in the mission. There are workers at 

the Citgo gas station/bus stop and the Red Roof Inn that became 

advocates and showed compassion and care. Sometimes using their 

own time and resources to make sure needs were met. One 

employee at Citgo likens the station to “Ellis Island” because for 

many, who were detained at the border, it is the first time in the 

United States without being in custody. He himself came to the 

United States from India and has first-hand experience with our 

immigration system. There were those at local thrift shops that 

refused payment as we shopped for clothing. Others from churches 

and individuals from the community that gave donations and 

continue to pray for those we serve.   

      

Dignity Bags at the Ready 

Another Group Getting a Ride to the Airport 

Waiting At the Gas Station 
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Throughout the project we have developed a close relationship with organizations that work with this 

population. Including professionals and volunteers from the Volunteer Lawyer Project, Justice for 

Migrant Families in Buffalo and the Rochester Rapid Response Network.  

     

In 2021 we made the decision to partner with The Justice for Migrant Families Organization. Doing this 

has given us many benefits: We use their budgetary resources to keep tract of finances. Because they 

are a registered non-profit, people donating money to us through them can get a charitable donation 

tax credit. Working together we have access to more interpreters, and, among other things, they are 

available to assist people who are using the Buffalo Airport in their travels. 

      

Our next step is to continue with the mission of providing for the needs of this vulnerable population.  

We have developed a close working relationship with the organizations mentioned above and it has 

allowed us to fulfill our goal of assisting those in need. We continue to reach out to others in our 

community, Western New York and beyond as we partner with like minded people who share our vision.  

     

Once again, we thank you for your generosity which has allowed us and the program to learn, grow and 

become “instruments of peace” and understanding in the world. 

 

God bless, 

 

Reverend James Morasco  

Pastor Morganville United Church of Christ 

      

    

 

An exerp from my sermon on February 6, 2022     
  

The temperature on Wednesday was freezing.  The pending storm threatened to close down most of the 

eastern part of our country with freezing rain, ice and snow.  The airlines were cancelling flights, the bus 

companies like Trailways and Greyhound stopped their service.  From Texas to Maine everyone was 

preparing for what was already beginning to take shape in the middle part of the country and was 

quickly forming into one of the biggest storm systems of the winter.  Like everyone else, we were 

preparing for the worse but hoping for the best.  

 

Then my phone rang. It was from a worker at the gas station on Park Road that doubles as the bus stop 

in Batavia.  There were four young men that had been dropped off. Released from the Detention Center, 

they were ill prepared to say the least. They had managed to travel from central America and one from 

Poland turning themselves in at the border seeking asylum. Put yourself in their shoes. You have done 

everything legally, following protocol by turning yourself in. You are immediately arrested and put in 

prison for several months. So far prison has been your only new home. Now Imagine you’re nineteen - 

twenty years old, in a place where you don’t speak the language and have little idea of what to do.  How 

do you navigate?  Where do you go?  Not to mention you are dressed for a warmer climate, it is freezing 

out and you have no heavy coat, gloves, hat – pants? 
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You have a sandwich bag containing an apple, a sandwich and some carrot sticks.  What do you do?   

I don’t know about you, but I would be scared stiff.  Think about when you were nineteen.  What were 

you like?  What were your dreams?  Think about your own children at that age.  What was your wish for 

their life?  Did you worry about their safety when they went out at night? 

 

 By the evening there were eleven people that had been released and by then the storm was starting.  

We spoke with their family members who were waiting for them all over the country. Mothers, fathers, 

aunts, uncles, brothers and sisters all anxious and worried. Here were perfect strangers asking them to 

put their children’s fate in our hands.  Asking them to trust that we would take care of their family 

members.  At this point what choice did they have? What choice would you have? 

 

The sad thing is that none of this should be happening.  Everything we do with these people could be 

and should be avoided.  I’m not talking about the fact that they are getting screened.  I’m taking about 

the inhumane way they are being released.  No one should have to suffer!  

 

I can’t count the number of people we’ve found over the past three years standing out in the cold, 

shivering, scared, not knowing what to do. I do know that as of Wednesday we have helped 417 of 

them.  And this is only one location of several around the country. 

 

 

 


